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The majority of people in Ireland have been promised a 
referendum on Irish unity, but no one is doing anything about 
it. Sinn Féin talks about a border poll in the distant future, but 
won’t campaign for it. Everyone is expected to wait patiently 
for the British government to allow for a vote. And when a 
majority votes yes, as is expected, Britain will supposedly 
hand the Six Counties back to Ireland, just like that.

This is a dead end. Irish unity is impossible without a 
struggle against imperialism. And a border poll will not drop 
from the sky. It will only happen if there is a militant fight 
for it. All those who want to see a united Ireland within their 
lifetime must take matters into their own hands. We call for 
the creation of a militant campaign for a border poll! 

The notion that a united Ireland will be achieved without 
a struggle against imperialism is a liberal fantasy indulged in 
by Sinn Féin and most of the left in Ireland. Britain has held 
the Six Counties by force of arms since partition, as they did 
with the whole of Ireland for centuries before that. History 
shows that it will take revolutionary struggle against Brit-
ish imperialism—and today against the EU and the US—to 
reunify Ireland. History also teaches that this task cannot be 
left to the nationalists, who have betrayed the national strug-
gle by accepting partition, both in the 1921 Treaty and again 
in the Good Friday Agreement. The unification of Ireland 
will take a mighty upsurge of the working class, north and 
south, united in struggle that is anti-sectarian and directed 
against all the imperialist powers and their lackeys, the Irish 
ruling elite. Our goal is to build a revolutionary movement in 
Ireland based on this perspective.

But such a movement does not exist today, and there are 
many obstacles to be overcome in the course of building one. 
For starters, most people believe that a referendum is the only 
route to a united Ireland. We know that Britain will not con-
cede anything unless it is forced to. At the same time, the 
mass sentiment for a border poll is progressive and we sup-
port efforts to achieve this. Fighting for a referendum will 
prove to be an effective remedy for liberal illusions as people 
will learn that the “democratic process” will be thrown aside 
as soon as it threatens the interests of London and the Irish 
capitalists.

A militant fight for a border poll will also hold Sinn Féin’s 
feet to the fire. They cannot campaign for a united Ireland 
because they must be seen as respectable and fit for gov-
ernment. To this end the party has made its peace with the 
British establishment, including by bending the knee to King 
Charles III, Colonel-in-Chief of the Parachute Regiment. 
Sinn Féin has also cosied up to the US and EU by dropping 

its pledges to withdraw from EU military arrangements and 
NATO’s Partnership for Peace. Placing our hopes for a united 
Ireland in these people is a recipe for defeat.

In fighting for a border poll, we’re not talking about a 
referendum as specified in the Good Friday Agreement. It’s 
an outrage that the decision to hold a referendum should be 
left to the British government. Hell will freeze over before 
Keir Starmer will permit the Irish to vote for an end to Brit-
ish rule in the north. The Starmer government, which backs 
Israel’s genocide of the Palestinians to the hilt, is ferociously 
anti-Republican. It brands Kneecap—and Gerry Adams—
as terrorist suspects. It’s ridiculous to think that the British 
establishment will peaceably agree to give back the Six Coun-
ties, which would reduce the decrepit “United Kingdom” to a 
rump, just because that’s what the Irish want. 

All of Ireland, north and south, should vote on Irish unity! 
Protestants should take their rightful place as part of the Irish 
nation, in the tradition of Wolfe Tone’s United Irishmen. Cen-
turies of acting as lackeys of British imperialism has brought 
the Protestant working class nothing but exploitation, dein-
dustrialisation and ruin. For the decades of the Troubles, the 
IRA’s response to British repression included sectarianism, 
which pushed Protestant working-class communities into the 
arms of the Loyalist paramilitaries. Protestant workers, join 
the fight for a better future: break with the rule of the British 
Crown! Join forces with your Catholic comrades in a mighty 
struggle to end the rule of imperialism and the Irish capitalist 
exploiters.

Forward to a militant campaign for a border poll! Forward 
to a united Irish workers republic! 

Get in touch with us to build this campaign. n
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The following motion, drafted by Eibhlin McColgan, was 
adopted at the April plenum of the ICL’s International Exec-
utive Commitee.

The national liberation of Ireland from 800 years of 
English domination is an unfinished task that poses a chal-
lenge to revolutionaries. After centuries of struggle for free-
dom, including numerous insurrections, in 1921 the nation-
alist leaders accepted independence for 26 counties but 
acceded to partition which conceded six counties in Ulster 
to the British imperialists. The partition of Ireland divided 
the nation, intensified the oppression of the Catholics within 
the Orange state and deepened the religious divide in the 
working class. In the 1990s, 30 years of armed resistance 
by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) resulted in a repeat of 
1921: the nationalist leaders gave up the gun and bowed to 
the rule of the British Crown. And yet today Sinn Féin prom-
ises that in the foreseeable future Ireland will be reunited 
through a gradual, mutually agreed upon process. The notion 
that Ireland is continually progressing toward unity, which 
has been embraced by much of the left, rests on liberal faith 
in the goodwill of British and U.S. imperialism. The Marxist movement’s approach to national 
oppression proceeds from the understanding that national and social emancipation are interlinked. Applied to Ireland, this means that national liberation is not separate from the struggle of the working class to overthrow its exploiters, but central to it. For Marx and Engels, the task of revolutionaries of that era was “to make the English workers realize that for them the national emancipation of Ireland is not a question of abstract justice or humanitarian sentiment but the first condition of their own social emancipation” (Karl Marx to Sigfrid Meyer and August Vogt, 9 April 1870). Lenin too argued that “we must link the revolutionary struggle for socialism with a revolutionary programme on the national question” (“The Revolutionary Proletariat and 

the Right of Nations to Self-Determination,” October 
1915). He insisted that imperialism intensified the oppression 
of small nations, which increased the likelihood of national 
revolts, and that the task of revolutionaries was to support 
every act of resistance by oppressed nations and use every 
crisis of the imperialist powers to advance the struggle for 
their overthrow. In “The Discussion on Self-Determination 
Summed Up” (July 1916), Lenin also took aim at those social-

ists who dismissed the Easter Rising of 1916 as opponents of 
self-determination, for whom small nations “cannot play any 
role against imperialism,” and who believed “that support of 
their purely national aspirations will lead to nothing.” Lenin 
continues: “Whoever calls such a rebellion a ‘putsch’ is either 
a hardened reactionary, or a doctrinaire hopelessly incapable 
of envisaging a social revolution as a living phenomenon.”

Likewise, James Connolly wrote that “We cannot con-
ceive of a free Ireland with a subject working class; we 
cannot conceive of a subject Ireland with a free working 
class” (“Economic Conscription,” December 1915). Connolly 
fully understood that England’s difficulty was Ireland’s 
opportunity. Amid the carnage of WWI, before leading his 
Citizen Army into the Easter Rising, he had expressed his 
hope that: 

“Ireland may yet set the torch to a European conflagration 
that will not burn out until the last throne and the last capital-
ist bond and debenture will be shrivelled on the funeral pyre 
of the last war lord.”—“Our Duty in This Crisis” (August 1914)Our task is to draw the lessons of the past and put for-

ward a perspective for a united Irish workers republic. This 
requires an anti-imperialist, anti-sectarian, working-

class-centered struggle against British imperialism 
and the Irish national bourgeoisie. Today, a rev-olutionary perspective must also include oppo-sition to U.S. imperialism, which exploits Ireland for the benefit of finance capital. Origins of the Irish  National Question

Today, Irish liberal historians equate the struggle for independence with sectarian-ism, for which they overwhelmingly blame the nationalists. The present Taoiseach (prime minister), Micheál Martin, stated this view bluntly last year. The Troubles did not have two sides, he said, it was “a war imposed by the IRA on its own people.” The sectarian divide pitting Catholics against Prot-
estants was not caused by the struggle for inde-

pendence but rather was engineered by the British 
to thwart independence. Throughout the history of the 

struggle, the sectarian divide has been the strategic obstacle 
to freeing Ireland from British domination. For the nationalist 
movement, it has been an insurmountable obstacle to victory. 

The Marxist movement’s approach to national 
oppression proceeds from the understanding that national and social emancipation are interlinked. Applied to Ireland, this means that national liberation is not separate 

 the revolutionary struggle for socialism with a revolutionary programme on the national question” (“The Revolutionary Proletariat and 
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Seal of United Irishmen, revolutionary republicans 
who fought to free Ireland from British tyranny.

For a United Irish Workers Republic!
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Fight for a border poll!
ENOUGH WAITING: 


